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THE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE WAPITI  

 

October 9, 2013 (Ottawa) – On the morning of October, 8
th

, 2013, a large male elk, 

also referred to as wapiti by Western Cree speakers, was spotted roaming the City 

Centre area of downtown Ottawa. Staff at the Odawa Native Friendship Centre, 

were excited and surprised to see this herbivore which is very rare to the Ottawa 

valley. Ottawa police arrived on the scene shortly after residents reported the elk.  

 

After a long day of observing and strategizing about how to handle the elk, police 

shot and killed the elk. The initial intent was to tranquilize the animal however 

police reports say they were unable to do so and an order to put down the animal 

was issued later in the afternoon.  

 

The Odawa Native Friendship Centre would have liked to see the elk freed into the 

wilderness however as an Aboriginal community center, the reaction to the elk 

being put down was to ask how the remains would be used. It is traditional for 

Aboriginal people, to use all parts of a hunted animal from the antlers, teeth, hide, 

etc. After several hours of investigating, Odawa staff were able to secure the 

remaining parts of the elk which includes the antlers, teeth, and hind quarters. A 

ceremony was done shortly after. Thank you to the staff who were diligent in their 

efforts as well as the elders, traditional hunters and helpers.  

 

As of now, we are still pending confirmation from the Ministry of Natural 

Resources if the meat is edible. We are hopeful that in future events, a more 

structured process will be in place to set any wildlife animals into their natural 

habitats. Odawa feels that as more wildlife enters urban settings, Aboriginal 

experts in the field should be utilized in terms of proper protocol and holistic 

dealings. Odawa is grateful to have been visited by our brother wapiti and that this 

is a good omen, the wapiti is a sign of male protection for females and a sign of 

love.  
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